Gonnesuons

The Magazine of Ashbourne Methodlist Circuit

OCtObeW



Letter from the Minister
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Tel: 01335 342408 email: revtimmorris@aol.com

Dear Friends,
AAutumn days when the grass i

I love this time of the year. The changing colour of the leaves on the trees,
the shortening hours of dayl i ght z
John Keats put it so much better
Aut umnimsdsthen season of mists and mel | c

For many autumn seems a time when everything is winding down, being
laid bare, when nothing in nature is happening. As the nights get darker,
the curtains close earlier, we can have a natural feeling of isolation, and
even sadness at the passing of brighter days.

So | share with you this poem, which warms my heart on an autumn day:

AOn this autumnal morning Lord,
things that autumn brings. | can remember that, despite the usual
moans, there was always the excitement of a new schooliterm

the forgotten smell of frosts and new pencils, and the feel and
thickness of winter clothes. | remember these things. They spelled
out beginnings, not endings.

Yet this is not what you are saying to me now. You are saying to
me, fislow down. o All around me,
fruits, and then to rest. And sudderilythere will be spaces,
spaces between the trees and between the twigs, spaces across the
fields and in the earth.

So on this autumnal morning Lord, help me to slow down, to

create around me a little space, a little time in which to welcome
people. Let me go slowly enough to notice the needs of family
and friends and all that | shall meet. And in such spaces let me
understand your presence.



On this autumnal morning Lord, help me to make spaces in my
life, in which to look at others with real attention, and with the
kind of understanBdetenFgthl desir e

S o don 0t thigdiseasimewhen the earth is preparing itself for rest
and renewal. We too can use this time to look back and give thanks and to
seek Godds renewal in our Ilives fo

In the life of the church at Ashbourne we are taking stock of our lives and
the |life of the church through p
AMi s What next?0 process which t
share in.
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May we know this as a time of preparation for what God is calling us to
do in this community and in our own lives.

Your minister and friend,

Tim




