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Letter from the Superintendent Minister  
 

16 Booth Drive Ashbourne Derbyshire DE6 1SZ  
Tel: 01335 342408 email: revtimmorris@aol.com  

                                            

May 2009  
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Thanks for the gifté.of time 

 

As I write this I am preparing to go on Sabbatical. That is, I am about to 

take 3 months out ï a gift of time that the Methodist Church gives to its 

ministers, every so often, to take stock of where they are, to read and   

reflect, to do a piece of work relating to the church and to have personal 

space to develop other interests. 

 

Our Circuit is well used to its minister having a Sabbatical, so thereôs 

nothing new. And the Circuit is blessed with many capable, talented and 

willing people to ensure that the work of each church and chapel and the 

wider Circuit is maintained ï in other words, so that things donôt stagnate. 

Which is how things should be. You see the Methodist Church is actually 

a lay led movement of people, who happen to ñemployò ministers for   

certain work. So a church with plenty of lay people who willingly offer 

their time to God through the life of the Church is very capable of        

continuing with, or without the minister (sometimes!).  

 

So I want to say ñthank youò to the Church, and in particular to this     

Circuit, for allowing me the gift of this time. I shall use it wisely and well. 

Thank you also to those Church and Circuit officers who are ñkeeping the 

show on the roadò. I know it is in safe hands. I shall be still in and around 

Ashbourne, so I may come across you in various places. Please donôt   

ignore me ï Iôd love to say hello! I will take the opportunity to worship in 

various places, not necessarily within the Methodist Church, or the       

immediate area, but perhaps sometimes I will. So that too, I hope, will be 

a refreshing experience. 

 

I will look forward to returning de-cluttered ï there are still six boxes of 

ñthingsò in the garage from when we moved here. I look forward to   
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bringing back ideas and resources picked up along the path of the       

Sabbatical; I look forward to spending more quality time with the family 

(especially evenings and Sundays); and I look forward to returning to 

continue to minister and work amongst the people of this Circuit.  

 

Details of who to contact during my Sabbatical can be found below. 

 

Your minister and friend, 

                                                   TIM  

Contact details during the ministerôs Sabbatical 
 

As you will know, our minister, Rev Tim Morris, is on Sabbatical from 

Monday 27th April to Monday 27th July. This means that he will not 

have responsibility for the on going life of the local churches and Circuit. 

He will then be on holiday for two weeks (25th July-9th August) returning 

to official duties on Monday 9th August. 

 

During the Sabbatical contact details are as follows: 

 

For local church/chapel matters, please contact the senior church steward 

ï details in the Circuit Prayer Diary/Directory, and on the preaching plan. 

 

For matters connected to the Circuit please contact either: 

Mike Hadley, Senior Circuit Steward, on 300699 

or Carole Thorpe, Circuit Administrator on 346535. 

 

The acting Superintendent Minister will be Rev Alan Dawson ï 01629 

732228. 

 

If a local minister is required, please contact one of the ministers listed 

on the Circuit plan as appropriate. 

THANK YOU!  

We thank everyone for their prayers, cards and good wishes following the 

birth of our grandson, Joseph David Stanton, to our daughter Sarah and 

her husband Neal. The family, including Granny & Granddad are doing 

well!     Margaret and David Heaton 
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Ashbourne Churches Together One World 
Group Jubilee Year 2009 

 

Welcome to our regular update in this our Silver Jubilee year of raising 
funds for Christian Aidõs Water Projects. 

Tissington Well Dressings Over the next few weeks our focus will be 
on preparing for Tissington Well Dressings. The One World Group has 
been fundraising at Tissington for many years, including providing     
sandwiches at a time when we were the only source of sustenance!   
Nowadays, we offer visitors homemade cakes as well as information 
about Christian Aidõs water projects. Traidcraft also have a stall selling 
fair trade items. Last year we raised over £685. To make this amount of 
money  towards Christian Aidõs vital work, we need your support ð    
baking cakes, staffing the stall or helping put up the gazebo. Please see 
the separate article for more details and please sign-up to help. For more 
information, contact John Hurfurt on 01335 342859. 

Summer Open Garden Parties - Each week during the summer, we 
plan to have a different open garden party. A chance for you to meet up 
with friends, have a drink and a cake and explore someoneõs garden. 
Look out for more details in the June magazine. 

From the archivesé Saturday 14th May 1994 ð ôSome Enchanted    
Eveningõ 

In 1993, Belper Operatic Society gave a concert at Ashbourne Town Hall 
which helped raise funds for Christian Aidõs òFocus on Wateró. The    
concert kick-started Christian Aid Week in the town and the concert    
programme gave information about Christian Aidõs work. 
The audience enjoyed a range of songs from the shows, performed by 
the chorus of Belper Operatic Society and its soloists, these included 
Some Enchanted Evening from South Pacific, Youõll Never Walk Alone 
(Carousel), My Favourite Things (Sound of Music), Something Wonder-
ful (The King & I) and The Farmer and the Cowman (Oklahoma). 

ACT One World Group 2009  

25 years of fundraising for 

Christian Aidõs Water Projects 
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 Circuit Church services  
 
*Denotes changes to published Plan  

Sunday May  10th   

Ashbourne 10:30am Mr Stuart Mustow   

   6:30pm Mr Tom Parkinson 

Brailsford 10:30am Mr John Dyster    

Hulland   6:30pm Mrs Ann Parkinson    

Kniveton 2:30pm Mr David Mason  

Parwich 2:30pm Mrs Ann Parkinson*  

Stanton 2:30pm Mr Tim Dutton at St Maryôs  
 

Saturday May  16th 

Ashbourne 7:00pm Mr Tim Dutton Praise  
 

Sunday May  17th 

Ashbourne     10.30am  Miss Diana Whitmill*  

   6:30pm Rev Trevor Staniforth        Healing & Wholeness 

Brailsford 10:30am Rev Mair Bradley  

Hulland   6:30pm Mr John Dyster  

Parwich   10:00am Family Service at Parish   

Stanton 2:30pm Mr Robert Sales  at St Maryôs  

Tissington 2:30pm Mrs Heather Garbutt 
 

Sunday May  24th 

Ashbourne 10:30am Mr Robert Sales Family Service 

  

   6:30pm Mr Peter Dawson 

Brailsford 10:30am Mrs Heather Garbutt 9:00am Breakfast 

Hulland   2:30pm Mr Geoff Thompson 

Kirk Ireton 6:30pm Sister Merle Wilde  

Kniveton 11:00am Sister Merle Wilde Family Service  

Parwich 2:30pm Mrs Heather Garbutt 

Stanton 2:30pm Mrs Fiona Green at St Maryôs 
 

Sunday May  31st 

Ashbourne 10:30am Rev Mair Bradley   

   6:30pm Mr Roger Key  

Brailsford 10:30am Rev Trevor Staniforth 

Hulland   6:30pm Mrs Fiona Green 

Stanton 2:30pm Sister Merle Wilde at St Maryôs 
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MISSION 
 

MATTERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan & Isabel Hill, our Mission Partners   
 
We have received a letter from Mrs Jean Hill, Jonathanôs mother: òPlease 

pass on my grateful thanks to the members and friends of Ashbourne 

Methodist Church, for their most generous gift of £1000 for Jonathan and 

Isabelôs work among the needy children in Zimbabwe. In an e-mail re-

ceived before Easter, Jonathan said they had been busy making up food 

parcels to give to children of Thekwane Primary School to take home for 

the Easter holidays. They were also planning to buy clothes for some of 

the orphans who were very poorly dressed. Your donation will help with 

this workò. 

 

The Karibuni Trust is an UK Registered Charity that aims to raise 

awareness about the plight of children living on the streets and in the 

slums of Kenya.  

In 1994, a year after a severe head injury following a car accident, 

Corinne Murphy was at the Methodist Association of Youth Clubs annual 

gathering. She had a vision of African children asking for help. Her re-

sponse to this resulted in the Karibuni Trust being registered as a charity 

in 1995. 

The District Womenôs Network chose to support this worthwhile charity 

and help to raise money toward various projects that care for children, 

physically living on the streets and/or who are supporting themselves on 

the streets by begging, stealing, and scavenging. 

 
News from our own Naomi Lowe, spending 3 months in 
Musoma, Tanzania with Tear Fund.  
ñ I am loving Tanzania. Iôve been here a week. Sometimes it feels a lot 

longer, whilst at other times it feels I arrived only yesterday. I have been 

so busy, and I have both seen and experienced so much. The Tanzanian 

way of life is so bright, colourful, musical and friendly even though we at 

home have so much more to be grateful for and happy about. 
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So far, most of our free time is spent playing with local children and 

theyôre so amazing! You can see the happiness shining in their eyes when 

you show them the slightest bit of love. I have controversially decided to 

play football, and as tactfully as possible I hope to start a girlsô netball 

team. One of our team leaders is very excited about my interest in sport 

and says that Iôll be very useful in improving the girlsô self-esteem. There 

is so much we can get involved with and such a short time to fit it all in. 

 

 At the moment, the plan is to be in the orphanage one day a week; build-

ing work, one and a half days; training one day; working with street   

children and orphans once a week and singing in the choir every Sunday! 

I hope to get involved with youth work and teaching children in the  

nearby village of Makairi, too. We have already started giving health 

talks to the village women ï only teaching them to wash their hands, but 

it will make such a difference. They had trouble believing us when we 

told the women that flies carry disease on their feet. They argued that 

fliesô feet are too small to carry disease, which is actually very logical! 

 

Already, I feel part of the community because we are made to feel so  

welcome. The Easter Sunday Service lasted four hours! But it really    

didnôt feel that long. We sang and danced; and although we could not 

understand the language of the service, we could follow it in our Bibles. 

The Cathedral was packed full, yet everyone was relaxed and free. The 

four choirs were unimaginable. Everyone moved to the music and you 

found yourself moving too, to this keyboardy music which would be a 

little cringy in England. A little girl of around 8 called Mari, who has 

taken quite a shine to me, joined me during the service. She was so funny 

and her English was good, too. 

 

Apart from integrating into the community, we have been learning how to 

build. Today we made the scaffolding for the house. I need to improve 

my skills, but the scaffolding held up. And from the health & safety point 

of view, I was comfortable with it. No one needed first aid! The local 

men asked me if I was a carpenter by trade. Quite flattering, and they 

were puzzled by a girl trying a manôs job. Then I started playing football 

with some boys outside and the men just laughed at me. But I wonôt give 

up! 

I am trying to learn Swahili. Itôs hard but Iôm persevering. 
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The team itself is getting on so well. We have regular devotions, which is 

bringing us closer together. We are flexible and happy to muck in with 

the different jobs we have to do. And as we are often working in different 

groups, it feels as if Iôm getting to know everyone very well. And there 

are no cliques. 

 

Thank you for all of your prayers. Iôd value prayers for the following:  

  1. Continued acceptance 

  2. Cultural sensitivity 

  3. Increased closeness as a team 

  4. Family at home 

  5. Health and safety 

      Much love,  

                                                                                   Naomi  

ñññññññññññññññ 

JMA Breakfast Event  
Please reply to your invitation as soon as 

possible to Ruth Mallard 01335 348342 or 

ruth@mallards.me.uk 

We look forward to our breakfast in The 

Cornerstone on Sunday 10th May at 8.45 -10am. Join us if you can. 

JMA News  
Thank you to everyone who supports JMA as a member or donor. During 

2007/2008 JMA nationally raised £547,000 for the Fund for World     

Mission. 

JMA Prayer  
Here is a way of praying for others using your fingers to trigger you into 

thinking about different groups of people. 

Thumb ï Those furthest away ï mission partners, friends and families 

overseas. 

First Finger ï The pointing finger ï for people who lead and guide us. 

Second Finger ï The strongest finger ï people with responsibility, such as 

politicians, teachers, carers, parents and guardians. 

Third Finger ï Those we love ï family and friends. 

Little Finger ï Those who are ill, weak, elderly or poor. 

Whole Hand ï Pray for yourself finally, offer your hands to God as    

praying and serving hands for all the people you meet. 
                                                                                        Ruth Mallard                           

mailto:ruth@mallards.me.uk
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ASHBOURNE CHURCH ð ANNUAL 
MEETING 

 
The Annual Church meeting was held on Sunday 29th 

March 2009.      Following an enjoyable faith lunch, the 

young people watched a film while 40 members at-

tended the annual meeting.  The meeting elected seven church stewards to 

serve from September 2009 and asked the     current stewards to identify 

the eighth steward to be appointed by the church council.  The churchôs 

representatives were also elected at the meeting.  A full list of the results 

is on the notice board in the vestibule. 

 

Reports from all the many groups and activities illustrated the great range 

of work going on within the church.  Following these, the meeting looked 

at shaping the future of our church.  Roger Johnson, the District        

Evangelism Enabler, started his thought provoking session with a passage 

from Colossians 3 verses 12 to 15.  He set the scene of a society in      

continual change and challenged us on how we would respond.  In an  

interactive session, groups looked at the quality of what we offer in our 

worship, in the church buildings, in our outreach to tourists, in how we 

involve the under-18s, and in our outreach to the housebound.  The      

session gave us much food for thought and the ideas generated will be 

followed up over the next few months. 

 

Stephanie Cole,  

Church Council Secretary 

Operation Christmas Child ï Shoe Boxes 
 

After a break, the craft meetings will begin again on 

Wednesday 13th May at 10 am in The Cornerstone.  We will 

discuss fundraising for this year.  If you have ideas please bring them to 

the meeting.  If you just want to share a cup of tea or coffee with friends 

you will be welcome. 

We are constantly on the look-out for items which we can use for packing 

the boxes or making goods to go inside.  Wool supplies are always     

welcome, and if you can collect empty shoe boxes this would be helpful.  

If you want further information please contact me. 

                                                                             Betty Hadley.  01335 300699 



10 

                                                

                                           WOMENõS NETWORK 

 
 
Lunch and Meeting at Brailsford  
Our next Circuit event will be a Lunch and Meeting at Brailsford on 

Wednesday 13 May. The lunch will commence at 12.30 pm and Tickets 

(strictly limited!) are now available, price £4.00) from Christine Stubbs 

or Alma Swan. This will be followed by a meeting at 2 pm when the 

speaker will be Deacon Margaret Matta, who will speak on her working 

visit to Egypt last year. If you would like to come, please see Alma 

NOW. 

 

District Day  
Our next District Day will be on Thursday 11 June at Hawtonville  

Methodist Church, Balderton, Newark. The speakers will be John and 

Margaret Bown of Mattock, on ñAn Ethiopian Experienceò. Why not 

book the date and join us? 

 

 


