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Dear Friends,
“Thoughts of a Steward”

In Tim Morris’s absence | have the privilege ofifig this month’s letter
slot. This summer | complete 6 years as a stewdrdAshbourne
Methodist Church and | would like to share someutjits with you all.

The role of steward is a strange one as it is gotete mixture of carrying
out everyday tasks (e g opening up Church, hymnbeus) lights on,
water for preacher etc etc) combined with the rasymlity of helping
with Communion and providing leadership on many iIChussues.

My overriding memory of my time as steward revolaesund “support”
— both from the Church and from God.

Support from the Church

| have received much support from the memberseCthurch and it has
brought home to me the need to encourage othengri€hurch family. In

the Church we don’'t always end up doing jobs withichh we feel

comfortable and we very much need to support edleér an our journey
of faith.

Support from God

Our Christian life is very much an affirmation biettruths revealed to us
in the Bible. Even many of the great charactethi@Bible were reluctant
to take on tasks from God — e g Moses, Jeremiamhjoand, before
Pentecost, the disciples. However, the common equer of all
Christians is that of receiving strength from Godtcarry out his purpose.
Allowing God to give us his strength is a humblingt enabling
experience and is vital if we are to faithfully sehim.

The recent course “Mission Shaped Intro”, which ynah us attended
before Easter, looked at our possible responsahdtienges facing us
from the needs of an increasingly Un-Churched $pcie seeking out
God’s will for our Church | would ask that we conte to support one
another in our Christian journey, and allow Godjitee us all his strength.
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We may be surprised at what God can achieve thraaghwe let him!

Thanks to you all for your support.

(Senior Steward — Ashbourne)

As you will know, our minister, Rev Tim Morris, iow on Sabbatical
until Monday 27" July. This means that he will not have responsibility
for the on going life of the local churches andcGit. He will then be on
holiday for two weeks (25July-9" August) returning to official duties
onMonday 9" August

During the Sabbatical contact details are as falow

For local church/chapel matters, please contacteher church stewarg
— details in the Circuit Prayer Diary/Directory,caon the preaching plah.

For matters connected to the Circuit please coetéimtr:
Mike Hadley, Senior Circuit Steward, on 300699
or Carole Thorpe, Circuit Administrator on 346535.

The acting Superintendent Minister will be Rev Albawson — 01629
732228.

If a local minister is required, please contact ohthe ministers listed
on the Circuit plan as appropriate.
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Thank you for all your messages, love and prayi#issso good to hear
from you.

The village itself is really lovely, it's a 20 miteudrive from the hostel —
very basic but very homely — along a dirt track ethiis very difficult to
drive on. Last Sunday we took our first Childre@surch, many
children of a variety of ages came. We startetl Wie Christmas story
and even had a nativity play. Yes! We know it'ayvbut we think it's
important to start at the beginning as a lot ofchiédren don’t come to
church. | was a shepherd.

The local children like to play in our compound ard grateful for
someone to organise games. The other day thes=286 playing with
us. They are all so beautiful, many of them wephans and street
children. We also run a health club for childrenFoiday afternoons.

| really love playing sport with the people hereldm keen to start a
young mums club as I've been so challenged by tin@srin the village.
Maria, a close friend, is only 19, stunningly béfaliand has three
gorgeous children. She has her husband and ttireefamily adults to
look after. Maria takes notes in every health atioo session as she
wants to learn how to be healthier to help her lami

The other day we were playing netball when the gomams (19 and
under), came and robbed the ball and had one ohdst violent games
of netball | have ever seen. They played for hethie we held and
looked after their babies. It struck me that tteenen had lost their
childhood at such an early age and they neededdleiase and how they
embraced it!

| have been able to practise some first aid on safitiee team but they
are all well now. More recently | have been busthwick people from
the village, helping Dr Yoggo and taking some tgital.

The hostel cooks are very good to us, food is geipetitive. I'm eating
a lot of fish and an awful lot of rice — | don’tnik I'll ever want to eat
rice again! The cooks are so funny — | am a madteabbage cooking,
they say that cooking Ugali is making me strongeastes like void
negativeness and if eaten with anything else stétdisappears!

(contd on p 13)
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It was such a privilege to be able to spend twsdayinetown, near
Durban, South Africa, visiting the Methodist Chutblere, and to spend
time learning about many aspects of their work mgarout to people
from an impoverished community. | spent a morninghe church
premises, watching teacher training in progress,ra@eting many of the
teachers, learners and children.

| also watched a cookery workshop in progress wliaregivers learn
from Zola to make marmalade and chutney and to bakes. They are
also taught to make compost and the rudimentsafigg vegetables. |
celebrated with Gloria who had brought in an arrofideedlings to share
with others in the group. Another group of ladiessvibusy sewing under
the tuition of Alexia. Yet another group was busyng) beadwork. The
standard of beadwork is high and already therenisuket for their work
both in U.K. and the U.S.A. This is all part of ‘@tonomic empower-
ment” programme to enable these ladies to eawnirgylhaving
completed the cookery, sewing and beadwork modules.

| learned that these Caregivers, mostly grandmsthesre each looking
after several orphans at home (because of HIV/AID&gn not related to
them, and with no means of support until the gowemt pension kicked
in for the over 60s.

On the second day, | joined Glenda the Project dinator, Regina and
the driver, known as PFT, on a trip out to the lrotaskirts of Pinetown.
PFT is also a local preacher. Regina is a valuaelember of the team and
conversant with local customs and the needs gbdlople; she also
translated for Glenda.

We visited a local Church, a dilapidated buildingiva large crack in the
wall. Namalanga was sitting on a stool surroundedbmut 30 small
children in rapt attention listening to a story.nNdanga had a cardboard
box with a “door” and several cardboard cutout peamd animals to
illustrate her story. Around the room there weralstables with items of
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interest for the children; also a “shop” of empackets and bottles for
structured play. All this is kept in large cardlbaoxes when not in use.
After the story, | helped give out a drink and & o each of the
children. | talked with Namalanga and took soméuypés. Namalanga
would be attending workshops at Phakamisa eachigbittfor two years
to develop her teaching skills.

On leaving the derelict church, | was encouragesk®men working on a
nearly completed church building just behind. Howitng! | wonder if
there will be cupboards to store the teacher’spgant?

We spent a few minutes visiting an elderly ladgaaegiver, recently
discharged from hospital. We prayed for her comtthhealing and made
sure she had everything she needed. This ladyilive®ne-roomed
simple home and cares for six children living witr.

PFT then drove us a few miles to a “small holdindiiere a group of
Caregivers had gathered at the home of their leddéa. There were
about 35 women-and about 3 men. They were overjtyysde us and
made us very welcome. Some of the ladies brougha auat, and placed
a number of cushions on it. Then they brought deaigof sweet
potatoes, some beans, some corncobs and somevggaables and
displayed them for us to see. It transpired Judid tmade all the cushions
herself and grown all the vegies in her gardehinktwith some help.

But a real success story as the food will feedhoeisehold, and the cush-
ions sold to enable things like salt, sugar ang $ode purchased.

There then followed a discussion between tHie¢éaand Regina and
Glenda, bringing up difficulties they needed adwoe Advice on chil-
dren’s rights to an education, for example, if #&no money for school
fees. And a plea for help with some fencing fomeecs garden plot, as
goats tend to eat anything they can get holdwhd impressed with the
love and support that was given to the whole grbupijt was helping
people to help themselves, rather than free hardout

Somehow the highlight of these two days was theningrdevotions,
held in the Pinetown Methodist Church for everydrefpre the work-
shops began. A candle was lit on the Communionelabtl beside it an
arch of small, unlit candles. The time began wjtbrganeous singing led
from the congregation. And a lady came up to thatfand shared what
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was on her heart. And then they sang again and@smralse came to the
front. Some stories told of pain and suffering,epthshared how God had
particularly helped them through a problem. Ong lstthred how when
she first came to Phakamisa, she could not praydimn’t know how to
read her Bible and her life was full of despairdfshe came to know
Jesus through the love of those she met at thelchand that she had
learned to put her trust in Jesus and He was abtestt her needs.

At the end of an hour or so, all the candles weghtaas Glenda prayed
for one person and another. It was a most beadtifiel of worship and
praise and sharing. What a testimony to our Londkd £his goes on every
day.

% & & " 5th — 7th
June 2009.

| shall be representing Ashbourne Methodist Chatdihis conference,
entitled“Christians and Muslims: Side by Side and Face &cé

L)

The theme next year i®Different Eyes -
Living distinctively in a time of uncertainty’|.

The start dates are Saturdd§ April, Thursday & April and Tuesda
13" April (for Minehead) or Tuesday™6April, and Sunday 11 April
(for Skegness). (Easter Sunday 15 Alpril.) Each break is for 6 days/5
nights. Butlins have self-catering chalets and \cara available as we
as the half board chalets. People on their owrwateome if they do nd
mind sharing a twin room.

~

— —

If you are interested in going to Spring Harvesfi@0join the grouj
booking that will be made. Reservatiomi#l be made on 11" June 2009
so please give your details to Carole before thtd.d

1=}

For more details look at the web-site www.springkat.org or contact
Carole Thorpe (346535) for a brochure.
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Sunday June 14th MHA Sunday

Ashbourne 10:30am Mrs Elaine Robinson
6:30pm Mrs Ann Parkinson

Brailsford 10:30am At Ashbourne

Hulland 6:30pm Miss Diana Whitmill Chapel Annigary

Kniveton 2:30pm Mr Geoff Thompson

Parwich 2:30pm Rev Alan Dawson Chapel Anniversary,
Communion

Stanton 2:30pm Sister Merle Wilde

Wednesday June 17th
Milldale 7:00pm Mr Tom Parkinson

Sunday June 21st
Ashbourne 10:30am Mr John Dyster
6:30pm Sister Merle Wilde/ Communion
Rev John Perkins
Brailsford 10:30am Mr Tom Parkinson United\iee at Parish

Hulland 6:30pm Rev Mark Broadhurst Communion
Parwich 10:00am Family Service at Parish
Stanton 2:30pm Mr Tom Parkinson

Tissington ~ 2:30pm Sister Merle Wilde
Saturday June 27th

Ashbourne  7:00pm Mr Tim Dutton Praise

Sunday June 28th

Ashbourne 10:30am Rev David Bown Chapel Anniversary
6:30pm Miss Diana Whitmill Chapel Anniversary

Brailsford 10:30am Rev Mair Bradley at Village Hall

Communion 9:00am Breakfast

Hulland 6:30pm Rev Kenneth Cupit

Kirk Ireton  6:30pm Sister Merle Wilde

Kniveton 11:00am Rev Trevor Staniforth Family Seevi

Parwich 2:30pm No service

Stanton 2:30pm Mr David Mason
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Our next District Day will be held at Hawtonvillegéhodist Church,
Balderton, Newark. Coffee will be served from 10280 (registration
£2.00) and business will commence at 11 am. Thdrbeva break for
lunch at approximately 12.30 pm (packed lunch nexql)i The afternoon
service will commence at 2 pm when the speaketd@ilohn and Mar-
garet BownAn Ethiopian Experience’lt will be an interesting day —
why not give it a whirl?

A Big Thank You to all who took part in the Service for the Dedicat
of Easter Offerings on Sunday 26 April, particyyad Sandra who had
put together this super service on the thérhe Way’'(must have taken
ages!). A special thank you to the Rev Tim-forwenderful address-
urging us all to get orThe Jesus~Wayl ast but not least, Big Thank
You to all who gave — our Easter Offerings for thecGit amounted to
£965.00, £369 70 of which has been Gift Aided. Well done giedy!

# !

Many of you will be wondering what | have been dpgince | was
appointed District President of Women’s Network [@stober. 1 think |
have been earning my keep | have attended or syailsveral women’s
meetings around the District. There are, of coutseusual Executive
and District Meetings which | have chaired.

At the end of March the District held what is knoasmWillersley Week.
Each year Willersley Castle is the venue for ald@@ women from the

Nottingham & Derby District to meet on each of fdays (500 in total).
There is a speaker aadime of fellowship. Many new friendships are
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are made over coffee or lunch. This year the spes&e Rev. Eliza-
beth Dunn-Wilson from Eastbourne. She chose athkene‘The
Gentle Ministry”. The morning session was entitfédstening to
God”, and the afternoon sessitlristening to each other”There are
many ways of listening to God: prayer, scriptuneotigh other
people, etc. We learned fresh ways of reading adenstanding the
Bible.

We found that It is very difficult to listen if ware always talking and
put this to the test by being in groups of twoloee and actually lis-
tening to one of the group, without interruptingy;, fwo whole
minutes

It was a very Inspiring week and | would encouragg lady reading
this to come next year to Willersley for one of thegs.

The weekend of 17th/I9th April saw the annual gatigeof Network
from the Connexion (i.e. representatives from airche country)
meeting at Swanwick. This year the theme {Wldsnk of a World".
There were opportunities for prayer, for leisuce,rheeting in groups
and for hearing this year’s speaker who was Marwelb. This lady
was a producer with the BBC Natural History Unitldras made
numerous documentaries including Wildlife on Onlee Natural
World etc. She left the BBC to become an Advisegh&Catholic
Church on environmental issues.

Obviously, because of her professional backgrobadPowerpoint
presentations were of the highest quality. We dised our responsi-
bility, as Christians and people of God, to carecfar earth; how can
the peoples of the under-developed countries medgr@ss whilst we
are so determined to hold on to our standard ofdiwVe certainly
became very aware of our own individual responigybil

Again, this was a wonderful weekend and we are sotyy that more
women did riot respond to the invitation Perhapst time?

Next month | will tell you about our Dinner held\Millersley Castle
in May and my visit to Glasgow to the World Fedemaiof Methodist
& Uniting Church Women (Britain & Ireland and Camgintal Europe
Area). Wow, It was good !
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Spending a day at Beth Shalom memorial museuneto th
Holocaust in Newark this week was an understandsdibering
experience. But sadly, we don’t need to go baak ligtory to see
examples of terror and agony experienced by thesgy lbehind
barbed wire fences - there are plenty of examplasnal the
world today. And lest we condemn too quickly - mayte

should remember humbly that it was the Britishhi@ Boer War
who invented razor wire internment camps where lfamare
separated and people live with brutality and fear.

Many of you know that | have worked in Sri Lankanydéimes
since the tsunami, and have close bonds with thetop As an
independent worker | have managed to avoid théamel that
now stops many aid agencies working in the contssakewar
zones, and have worked across the lush countriyéosgpport
and training to many different government and nowegnmental
organisations including the prisons and displacdoamps,
including two years ago being commissioned to workhe
ICRC (International Red Cross) under shell fir¢hia eastern
battle zone.

As | look forward to my next trip in July this yeany heart is
heavier than usual with the current news that seapgom the
northern war zones... hundreds of thousands dfasigi being
trapped as human shields in a tiny ‘safe’ area eitiee makeshift
hospital has been bombed yet again and veryfiidtdd and
medical equipment can get in. But even outsideatés there are
vast swathes of land where civilians have beereglat displace-
ment camps - not dissimilar to internment campsiif@s are
split up and people are imprisoned ‘for their safet a hopeless
state of powerlessness.

This time | am working, as in my first few tripsy mvitation of
the National Child Protection Authority - the ordgency with a
governmental remit for the safety and protectionloldren
throughout Sri Lanka. As their official trainerave been given a
schedule to travel around the country to visitithegional
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projects to support and train their workers. Sewefrthese are
within the war zone though not within the main leatone.

As | listened this week to the moving story of avétor of the
holocaust, it challenged me to do what | can tevidte the current
suffering. It's not good enough looking back intbrg with
sadness and regret, whilst doing nothing abouethdw live in
the equivalent torment today. | feel compelledyoaind work
within the displacement camps, especially as mygusplacement
within the NCPA may enable me to reach areas whetede
organisations are forbidden. Please pray for tbgsibility and for
safety and wisdom working in this difficult situati.

I am planning to take out money to buy provisiansake into
camps as | have done before, under the auspithe dFCPA. |
hope to raise several thousand pounds to buy olpthoys and
necessities for at least one or two camps. Pleapentre to help
them, with your prayers and with your money. Alhdtions will
go directly to those in need, and there are so maByi Lanka,
any cheques can be paid'&t George and St Mary's PC@hd
can be gift-aided.

Those who wish to keep up with my adventures tinisraer can
email me orlinda_rose@hotmail.co.uand | will place you on my
prayer/newsletter list.

& # # (contd from p 5)
Margret says we are all her children and has mawledf us girls very
African skirts which we wear to church and keepest.
The village building news is that the water tankrisgressing well. It's 2
metres in diameter and about 5 high, it's goingravide lots of water.
The house has all the walls inside and out but awe lthe roof to do and
the toilet.

Prayer points: Praise that the team is becoming closdrgmod
discussions are happening . That people won'tjetdd. For family and
friends at home. Learning Swabhili. That the psgzbyoung mums club
will start. That we will be OK now that Grahamegiie and family have
returned to England
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My first weeks in Meru were spent at the Kaagasaathool
The school had moved from the site at Kaaga, wiherechool had
begun Life to a delectable new site about halfla o the road. Every
department of the new school was stone built tdhtbkest standards.
Each member of staff had a well appointed bungaldiss Jones, the
head mistress of the school, had with the helptiéagues put together
one of the first works on the Meru language andafareek or so |
worked under her direction and very good it wanjbyed moving to
my bungalow just down the road. The move was mbi@us because |
was still living out of the large and excellenttsase given to me by the
members of the Ashbourne Women'’s fellowship. It wasonth later
when my luggage arrived.

Each morning a young man by the name of Josepledrat 8a.m. to
help me with the language. At that time no Gramwas available
except the one that the Mission staff had produSedie days Joseph
who lived nearby would take me to the villages witivalking distance,
we visited homes and schools and talked to peoelmet, soon | had
begun to know quite a number of local people. The.Rred Valendar
and Lucy his wife were my neighbours, Fred was sopéhe large
Kaaga Circuit and also acting Chairman of Meru it

He was anxious that | should get to grips withghegraphy of this very
large area, and when-ever possible invited medorapany the party
who were to visit a place for some specific purpdses was of great
benefit to me, helping my sense of direction, mglarstanding of the
people and where they were at that time. Sweegiagges lay ahead,
and new legislation was in preparation for landsotidation. These
changes would disrupt a whole way of life.

The Methodist Church was instrumental in the iniiitbn of education

and was already responsible for many schools i district.

Invitations constantly poured in to Fred’s officgkimg for the church to

provide a school somewhere in the district. Theseewthe days before
14



Pope John Paul’s reforms in the Catholic Churchtaadvission of
that Church opposed the building of Methodist sthadth the utmost
energy and some- times unscrupulousness, all #gssnew to me. |
mention this because it caused much heart achpand Planning
permission involved visits often far away, meetimgth the Chief and
headman and local parents. Usually we sat on thengr some -times
{but rarely), a mother would be present and that waery useful link
in the work | was to do.

| attended endless church meetings, trying to piegether the gist of
the business as the conversations went to and fro.

While the weeks past my days were dogged by thertainty of what |
should be actually doing. My colleagues seemedte ltonflicting
ideas of the way | should proceed when my langueagemore profi-
cient. Meanwhile a new government appointment wadao the
Meru district, a lady director for the work that mpsedecessor, Mary,
had begun. She was a charming person backed lydwmfernment
grants. She interviewed two people | had hopeddayeo persuade to
help the church and introduced them to the joys gbod salary and
sherry simultaneously! A few days later Fred cldahe air and my
mind was made up. A letter had been received fromWorld Council
of Churches requesting that a new appointment & with the
women should be directed to planting the gospelary home. That
this was a matter of urgency in view of the sitotin the Congo and
early prospect of Kenya demanding independence.

Fred and Lucy laughed at my astonishment and deligis was a reve-
lation to me, people and their home to be the plduere Jesus lived
and wad_ord. Every home - and | thought of the mountafosgsts and
the hot plains and every home to be a place farsJégould not be-
lieve it, what was involved seemed nothing to ms.soon as | could |
went to tell Miss Jones, she prayed with me. | wersee Mr Noordin,
the wonderful Asian store keeper and bought a daedpandhick
blankets.
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We became very concerned recently when Lester hacuarence of pain
and lameness in an ankle which had been repairad §me ago The X-
rays taken at the hospital were not able to retvesafull extent of the
trouble which hindered the surgeon in his decisiorthe nature of the
operation required. We had accepted that he cowdre a long repair
involving bone being removed from the hip. You daagine the relief
when surgery revealed that the ball bearing uséideiprevious operation
had broken in two and the ankle would be strengitiday the insertion
of a new pin.

Lester returned home the following day and is ggttibout quite well.
Ray (Frampton)~ is a great friend of the Chapelwierequire surgery
to help one knee. We remember Ray in his presentgoal trust he will
soon get an appointment to relieve his pain andemadvement easier.

Our week night meeting was held at Callow Hall, loene of Mr and
Mrs Andrew Rowland, We were engaging ourselves loithl history
under the guidance of Mr Short. The moat at Calkunique in Derby-
shire and beneath the present farmhouse the médiewa undercroft of
the former manor house of the de la Laund family teen preserved. It
was a memorable evening.
In 1266, Robert de Ferrers damaged the property380 a Statham was
alleged to have taken cattle from Callow.
This month we held a Coffee morning at the Chapehnk you for the
supply of lovely home- made cake and your presairiiteus, the friend-
ship and support you bring. The Coffee Morningedithe wonderful
sum of £170.

Mrs JoColeman habeen unwell and expects to be in hospital.
We shall remember Jo and Dennis in our prayers dajalyylooking for-
ward to Jo’s recovery.
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We are approaching the first anniversary of our enovSt Peters and
will be celebrating this anniversary dane 14" with a special service
which will be led by Red Alan Dawson. Alan is thgsrintendent of the
Derbyshire Dales circuit and is acting as titulgpesr of our circuit during
Tim’s sabbatical. This is an opportunity to meehlaind hear him preach
— | can recommend both experiences!

On Sunday 28 Junethere will be no service at St Peters as thatss th
date of the annual camp service which is held erctitket field as part
of the Wakes celebrations. (Please note this iage from the circuit
plan.)

We have been made to feel very welcome by the pedifbt Peters and
recently new curtains have been fitted in the L&tigpel which makes it
very cosy.

We welcome any members of other churches who wikddo join us
for any of our services but it would be particwanice if numbers meant
we are unable to use the Lady Chapel for our anséwve and are forced
to move into the main church!

6 %

Firstly, thanks to everyone who supported the re€an Boot & Table
Top Sale, we are delighted to have raised £400hwkisplit: 90% to
Brailsford Methodist Church disabled access angrb&hment project,
and 10% to MacMillan Nurses.

Our building and refurbishment work is due to IbeigiJune, and will
take 3 months to complete. We are continuing iserte rest of the
money to allow as much of the work as possibleetadmpleted in one

Saturday 20 June 7pm at Ashbourne Methodist Church

Concert by Derby Salvation Army Songsters
This is guaranteed to be an excellent evening!

There are no tickets, just turn up and enjoy, éheill be an offertory on
the night for the project and the Salvation Army)

Thank you for your continuing support, we lookward to the comple-
tion of the work, and welcoming you all to the ndfished premises soon
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And from Sister Merle-

I have received the good news that | expect to Hav@peration on my
eye on théth June.l feel that we must cancel our meeting in Juneland
am looking at an outing in July, probably to Bakbwe

This is a personal word of thanks to Andrew andfémeily of Andrew
and Margaret for the generous donation made t&tapel in her
memory.

I am hoping that we will be able to have some sleldsignated item in
the Chapel, specifically in her memory.

6" )&

Last Month we featuretifhe Shack” by Wm Paul Young, reviewed by
Robert Sales. We have since received further cartsme ..

From Sam Wills - It's not that often these days that | read a bdghtr
through and then start again at the beginning,geead it because there
is so much in the book that touches on my faith @hristian. Which for
one reason or another are difficult things to fullsasp and hold
together?

It's all about relationships between God and Mame plan of God in
creating man for a love relationship in the firéage. You must read it.”

And Val Rutledge “I was given a copy of "The Shack" by Wm.P.Young
to read during our time away at Spring Harvest aimoroughly enjoyed

it. Itis a gripping read from the first page twoetlast. It challenges our
preconceptions of God, and describes beautifullgtitrmay be like to
meet with him. At times | found it disturbing,itekme out of my comfort
zone, and had to remember it was only a noved.algreat read, though,
and | would recommend it to both Christians and @dmistians.”

We also have a new book review this month -

Title: Secret Believers
Author: Brother Andrew and Al Janssen
Publisher: Hodder ISBN: 978 0340 954843
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It is nearly forty years since | went to hear BesttAndrew speak about
his mission to smuggle Bibles into what were thHe®n €ommunist Block
countries. As a young Christian | was immenselpressed by his
sincerity and authenticity, and it made me redl@®@ethe first time that
there were still places in the world where peopkrevstruggling, and
even dying, just because they were Christian belgev

Much has changed in the world since then, and neviage a new threat
— the threat of extremist fundamentalist Islamiststhis book Brother
Andrew challenges Christians everywhere to “stoapyour spiritual

armour and join the good jihad ... through a prayampgaign for

Muslims throughout the world”.

The book follows the experiences of Muslims - somes$ uplifting,

sometimes harrowing - who have converted to Chndj, and | found it
fascinating to have the opportunity to view Jesud @he Bible through
the eyes of a Muslim convert.

We also watch as Brother Andrew and other Christemyage politically
and intellectually, albeit secretly, with high légovernment ministers
and university professors.

This is not an ‘anti - Islam’ book, even though #&nce is overtly
missionary, and | think that you will find it eagyread and a good story,
whilst at the same time very thought provoking.
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( %'D Recently we had to close the coffee shop on

in advance. But this time this was not possible.
Many people tell us that they look forward to cogiin the coffee shop
Some people come only occasionally when they assipg through
Ashbourne but they make a point of choosing Then@wtone to have
some refreshment. How disappointing to find it eldls

Now we are in the month of June and soon many aegulunteers will
be away on holiday. Equally, many people will benaay to Ashbourne
for a holiday.

People enjoy working in The Cornerstone. It isofiegood chance to
get to know your fellow volunteers. We have pedpben other
denominations and from other Churches in the Girdinere is also the
opportunity to get to know our customers, espectak regulars.

Volunteers need to be 14+. There is no upper agje If you can help,
please ring Pat Fielding on 345695 and suggesteavd@en you can
start. You don’t have to work every week. An ofééa regular slot just
once a month would be a great help.

c Saturday afternoon as there were no volunteers
= that time. When we close for Good Friday or at
\E'. Christmas we can give notice of our intentions well

for

A note to our regular volunteer®?lease help Pat, especially at this time

of the year, by signing up on the rota or by riggiver and offering the
dates that you have available.

So — The Cornerstone really does need YQU

/ 0/5

‘action for children'will be hosting An Evening with Charles Hanson, tarc
eer ofFlog It' & ‘Cash in the Atticfame, onWednesday September"1 ét
Ashbourne Bowls Club starting at 7.30pm. Enjoycaimtes and valuations wit
a welcome glass of wine. Tickets, priced £10, bélavailable from July®ior

can be pre-ordered from Val Howse 01889 590870reMetails next month.
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A Circuit meeting was held on Monday 16th March 2@® Ashbourne
Methodist Church.

Circuit Stewards; it was reported that our minister will be on Saidzdt
from 27 April to 27 July 2009 and then two week$iday and will back
to work on 10 August.

Finance:it was reported that 33 The Green Road was soba tet. The
Budget for 2009/10 was approved. It was agreedke £25,000 from the
Circuit Advance Fund for the work at Brailsford peha

Local Preachers:Fiona Green was accepted as a fully accredited loca
preacher and her recognition service would takeeptan 22 March at
6.30pm. Simon Herbert has resigned from being @ loeacher “on
trial”. Roger Key is now on plan as a local preacioa trial.” A reserve
preacher is now on the circuit plan for each weesase of illness.

Methodist Homes (MHA): the total raised so far for 2008-09 is
£1,107.45. MHA Sunday will be 14 June 2009.

Action for Children: the charity had a high profile over Christmas in
The Methodist Recorder, TV and London buses. O8dtember there
will be a fund- raising evening when the auctionékarles Hanson will
share anecdotes and give valuations.

Home Missions and World Church: There are many active aspects of
mission work in our Circuit: Alpha, MHA, Holidaylabs, Network,
JMA, the Patna Partnership and Christian Aid, tm@&a few. Our
Methodist World Church partners, Jonathan and Iddiieand Stephen
and Susannah, continue to need our prayers. Anhe Wgiv does a
monthly slot at Ashbourne church’s morning service.

Network: On 26 April at 10.30am the Easter Offering servidétake
place at Ashbourne led by the Ashbourne ladiesevix @ircuit president
is needed.

Property: There are on-going works at Brailsford, Hullandikdreton,
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Milldale and Tissington. At Stanton the churchrciuregretfully
decided to close the chapel on 19 April. Thereoargoing talks about
using the local Anglican church in future. All sclules and regulatory
documents were sent to the District on time.

Ashbourne Churches TogetherMembers of the Patna partnership will
be visiting from 8 May and volunteers are for hogtare needed.
Tissington Well dressings will take place 21 - 2&Mvhen cakes are
needed and volunteers. Monthly prayer meetingsrmoston 1st Monday
of Month at 12 noon.

ACE Youth Worker Trust: a report was received on the projects Linda
Rose is involved with, including QEGS. Her contratls on 31.7.10 and
we will have to consider the future of youth woeey soon.

All appointments of circuit for the coming year wearonfirmed. In
addition David Bale is to be Circuit Complaints O .

The next meeting will be held dvonday 5 October 2008t Ashbourne.
If you have any queries or wish to have mattersusised please speak to

me.
Daphne DysterSecretary to the Meeting.

# ) 760

District Event

10 June 2009- Theological Reflections Day and launch of the eew-
menical Regional Training Partnership.

10.30-4pm Study Day. 5pm onwards Celebration sermic&dwards
Lane URC, Sherwood. More details from Jane Measur@sstrict
Training Officer.

Praise Party — Douggie Dug Dug in Concert!

At Hucknall Central Methodist Church. Gat. 27" June 6-7.30for all
the family — thrills, funky music, puppets and ksc Doug Horley and
team lead this event. (Song writer and leader idiin’s worship at
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Spring Harvest, Green Belt etc.) Contacewantan@aol.corf115 977
1348.(Also seminar for workers with children agél-from 2-4pm.)

Fiona Castleat Buxton Methodist Churclfriday 19" June 7.30pm
Best selling Author and widow of Roy Castle. Angimational evening of
stories, memories and poems. To reserve seatSaali Brown 07866
023940 or Buxton Christian Bookshop 01298 2684 3p@&2person).
Hosted byYouth for Christ.

108 -

The good thing about prayer is that there’s onlg on
way to go wrong, and thatisotto do it. The best way
to do it is to just get on and do it. If prayeitat
simplest level is listening to God and talking tmh
you don’t need long books to tell you how to dydu just need a
conviction that prayer is a good thing to do, y@i're someone God
wants to hear from and that he’s worth talking to.

Is prayer a good thing to do? Never mind for thenaot about whether
prayer ‘works’ or not: Jesus prayed and he encaat&is disciples to
pray too, so if we're following him, we need to fraying. Full stop.

Are you someone God wants to hear from? The mesdgdpge Bible is
that however unworthy, sinful and useless we mayde human beings,
God can't wait to hear from us and is sitting oa ¢uge of his seat like a
love - struck teenager, hand poised ready to pictha phone the second
it rings.

Is he worth talking to? He’s the one person whowaas inside out, the
one person with infinite power at his fingertigs bne who has the true
perspective on an entire world’s story. Not a slachine to pay into in
the hope of one day getting ‘an answer to prayeit a person. Who likes
us.

How might you begin to pray? What sort of a peramyou? Do you

like a good gossip? Then gossip to God. Are youstrang silent type?
Then be silent in his presence. Say hello... say trd’s Prayer ... say
‘Oh God’ and mean it... deliberately be silent atilll for one minute ...
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read a story from a Gospel and imagine what youdveay to Jesus if
you were there... tell him about what is worryirauyor thrilling you ...
copy the great pray-ers of the Bible and of therChu write a letter to
him ... listen and look for a few moments in a plgou consider holy...
You can’t go wrong. Prayer is good. God longs tarieom you. He's
worth it.

Lucy Moore, BRF's Children's Ministry Represemntatior the South of England

(& & %% 09

A recent survey has found that one in four of &4 have questioned
our personal values since the economic downturarbedround a third
of us believe that society will emerge more cadng compassionate
(34%), 45% of us say we will be more concerned avould affairs,
37% of us think we will place less importance osggEssions and two-
fifths of us (43%) think we will have a greater egpation of the role
that charity plays in society.

The survey was carried out by carried out by GfKmN@h behalf of the
Charities Aid Foundation. It also discovered tihedpite the current
economic crisis, 77% of us are giving as much trithas before - with
eight percent of us giving even a bit more!

John Low, Chief Executive of the Charities Aid Fdation said, “It is
heartening to see that some good is coming ouitesiet very difficult
times... After the US 1930s’ Great Depression #stimated that
charitable giving doubled. This is probably beeapsople saw up close
the suffering caused by a major economic crisistavd charities could
help.”

The Charities Aid Foundation is a registered dihdhiat works to create
greater value for charities and social enterpriser. more information on
how Charities Aid Foundation can help your persahalkitable giving,
visit: www.cafonline.org

(% )% % &#

Do you know of an agency working with vulnerableraem in our local
community? Perhaps they are helping them off drugdyecause they
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are homeless, or the victims of domestic violence.even of trafficking.

In any case, such agencies can now apply for & gfarp to £50,000
from the Methodist-run Annesley House Fund, heldhe Resourcing
Mission Grants Committee in Manchester. Pleas¢tactin Martin
Attfield at Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Maester, M1 1JQ;
attfieldm@rm.methodist.org.uk

6I.l<
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This tip comes from a conversation with Val How@east to prove it's
not always just me!)

Cleaning windows — who needs chemicals? The wincleaner doesn't
and neither do we!

Dirty windows are best cleaned with warm wateraatdof washing-up
liquid and a rag. Then use a squeegee to remowedter leaving no
smears.

If windows need a slight clean, a 'touch-up’, myEacloth, which is like
a very finely woven piece of soft towel. | haven&d mine yet, but Val
says that the slightly damp cloth cleans admirabti no smears.

The E-cloths are available from Lakeland, miDeéply Clean Multi-
purpose Cloth what a mouthful') comes from Sainsbury's.

Dear Friends,

As always, many thanisyfour contributions, please

keep them coming.
The next edition will be a combined one for JulyA&gust and in view
of that and the later appearance of this one wilbbblished oduly 5th.
Deadline for contributions i3une 24th.
These should be E-mailed to ashbournemethodistnmeg@zsupanet.com
Posted to me at 2 Hambleton Close, DE6 1NG ormptiié Newsletter
pigeon - hole at AMC.

Thank you
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For you I tell this story,
But not all is hunky-dory,
| had a dream,
For which I'd seen,
The world in all its glory.
It started off the world was clean,
But soon it was not to be,
Humans came and killed these lands,
And still they come to spoil its plans.
The beauty shone for all to see,
The sun, ocean and even the trees,
But they are cut, destroyed and burnt
From which the skills humans had learnt.
Do we respect the world we use?
Do we need to take the choices we choose?
We are killing the world we own,
To save the earth, we change our tone.
We have hope, we have time,
But not a lot so take this sign,
We are killing everything there is,
Sending them down, the abyss.
This is my hope, this is my dream,
For which we all want to see,
The world to be a better place,
To carry on our human race.

For you | told this story,
| said it wasn’t hunky-dory,
| had a dream,
For which I'd seen,
The WORLD IN ALL ITS GLORY!
Contributed by Arthur Durose - written by his gdson Christopher Pate

26



Take the biscuit

At a children’s party there were just enough bitcfar each child to
have three. But young Charles snatched four. “Kopsupposed to get
only three, Charles,” said his hostess. “You ougigut the fourth one
back.”

“I can’'t!” protested Charles. “I ate that one fifs
Sorry about this...

An exasperated minister parked his car in a ‘N&ipgt zone, with this
message on the windscreen: “I have circled thipagk 20 times. | have
an appointment to keep — ‘forgive us our trespa%ses

When he returned, he found this note: “| haveleit¢his car park for ten
years. If I don't give you a ticket, I'm not doirige job I'm paid to do —
‘lead us not into temptatiory’

You know you are having a senior moment when ydaremrevolving
door, and then you can’t remember whether you \weeg out or
coming in.

Wouldn't it be great to live in that town on telssain where the hero
always finds a parking place right in front of thenk, the supermarket,
and the Post Office.

Dream come true

A group of clergy had gone on retreat, and théestilof dreams,
prophecy and fulfilment came up. “I firmly belieireit,” said one.
“Why last week | was sound asleep, dreaming | waaniimportant di-
ocesan committee meeting. The bishop had singeedunof all the
room, to ask my advice about something. Then wieske up, sure
enough, there | was.”
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Monday 2pm Children’s Church: weekly during tetime, Church
Co-Ordinator- Lynda Herbert (01889 591884)
6.30pm Housegroup - fortnightlizeader Lynda Herbert as
above
7.30pm Housegroup: weekly
Leader- Gareth Rutledge (344948)

Tuesday 10.00am Housegroup: weekly

Leaders John & Elizabeth Hurfurt342859)

12.30pm Luncheon Club - Last Twagsih month, Century Hall
Contact- John & Elizabeth Hurfurt (342859)

2.15pm Womens’ Fellowship - fortnightly, The Cerstone
Contact - Margaret Bacon (342156)

7.00pm Youth Club - weekly, Lowdall

Leader- Di Lambert (344503)

7.30pm Housegroup: fortnightly
Leaders Diana Whitmill (01889 590509)

Toe\Btaniforth (347319)

Wed 9.30am Walk and Talk Group — 1st & Brddnesday
Wednesday Wanderénsd & 4th Wednesday
Amble & Rambléeasier walking)2nd & 4th Wednesday
Contacts Chris and John Dakin(345280)
7.30pm Housegroup: fortnightly
Leader- Stuart Mustow (343924)

Thursday 7.30pm Housegroup - weekly
Leader -Jeff Ffoulkes (300443)

Friday 7.30pm — 9.30pm The Basement gDmdor young people in
school years 7+)
Contact- Di Lambert (344503)

7.30pm  Choir Practice - weekly, Church
Leader- Tim Dutton(343494)

Circuit Staff

Rev Tim Morris Sister Merle Wilde
16 Booth Drive 124 The Green Road
Ashbourne DE6 1SZ Ashbourne DE6 1EE
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