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Letter from the Superintendent Minister  
 

16 Booth Drive Ashbourne Derbyshire DE6 1SZ  
Tel: 01335 342408 email: revtimmorris@aol.com  

                                            

April 2009  
 

Dear Friends, 

 

ñHe is not hereéééé He is risen!ò 

 

Well, we are almost there. Easter is just around the corner. Our longing, 

our hoping, our waiting, our expectation will soon find their reward. 

 

We know the events of Easter from the other side of the story, including 

the wonder and amazement of the first disciples and the appearance of 

Jesus to Thomas and Peter. Christians know the presence of the risen 

Christ with them today too. However, those first followers and friends of 

Jesus knew none of it as Good Friday approached. They were in the ñdark 

night of the soulò. All this was promised and foretold, but as they stood at 

the foot of the cross all their hopes and dreams lay in ruins. 

 

So in the final days before Easter, try and see the Easter event from their 

point of view and enter into their experience. Perhaps that will have a  

profound effect on how we celebrate Easter this year. 

 

At the óGarden Tombô in Jerusalem today (a site similar to, or even the 

actual site of that tomb in which Jesus was laid) there is a sign which 

reads: 

 

ñHE IS NOT HERE, HE IS RISENò 

 

Many tourist and visitors come to look for the presence of Jesus - but heôs 

not there! They wander around the peaceful garden area that surrounds the 

tomb to feel for the presence of Jesus, but heôs not there! Why is he not 

there? He is not in that place, because we know that he is risen. Through 

his rising from death, conquering even that last final blow in life, he can 

be everywhere present. His promise is: ñI am with you alwaysò ï that 

means forever and everywhere. 
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So donôt look for the living in the place of the dead. We are not to be a 

people who come to worship as those who come to mourn the passing of 

a dead hero. We should not just come to church to feel for the presence of 

Jesus. We come as people who are here to celebrate a risen Saviour. What 

does the old chorus say: 

 

ñI serve a risen Saviour, Heôs in the world today.ò 

 

So let us go in to that world this Easter and serve him, for the presence of 

the risen Christ goes with us. We find him in the world around us, we can 

feel his presence with us, and we can meet him in many places and many 

people. Yet we find him best when we serve him. 

 

Your minister and friend,                Tim 

 

 

 

 

5th April  All Age Worship - Easter hols 

12th  ñ     All Age Worship -  Easter Day - Communion 

19th  ñ     Open Powersource - all groups together - Theme Jesus rescues 

26th  ñ     Bubbles & Splash, Xstream - Theme - Jesus rescues 

       THE GRID - Stay in church - Easter Offering Service 

3rd May   Bubbles, Splash, Xstream - Theme  God promises Jacob 
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VOCATIONS DAY  
  

An opportunity to explore the questions that just won't go away - 

does God have something in mind for you?  

- does God want you to do something different?  

  

at The Queen's Foundation  

Somerset Road, Edgbaston B15 2QH (0121 454 1527)  

on Saturday 16 May 2009  

10am -  4pm 

including sessions on 

  

 

 

 

 

For further information and to book a place, please contact:  

Rev.Caroline Wickens 

                 The Queen's Foundation: caroline.wickens@gmail.com 

Free !  
1. Ikea Workstation  

60 by 30 by 24 inches                                               

2. Panasonic 21 inch screen traditional colour  

television 
 

Contact James or Frances 07549029505 

mailto:caroline.wickens@gmail.com
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                    EASTER With ACT  
 

 

 

The Walk of Witness on Good Friday, April 10th, starts 

in Ashbourne Market Place at 12.15 pm. We hope to    

exceed last year's record attendance of 120 people so 

please make every effort to attend and witness to the town what the day is 

really about. 

 

On the following Wednesday, April 15th there will be a United Celebra-

tion of the Resurrection at All Saints' RC Church at 7.30 pm.  Please come 

and share in the joy of Easter with fellow Christians in the town. 
 

Tissington Well Dressings  

 

Advance notice for the Tissington Well Dressings; the One World Group 

needs cakes for our usual cake stall and people to staff it from Thursday 

May 21st to Monday May 25th. Lists will be going up in all the churches 

immediately after Easter, but please note the dates now.  We always need 

more volunteers and more cakes. 
 

Patna Partnership.  

 

We are inviting four people from the Patna Diocese  to come in May, 

probably from  May 8th to May 24th. Bishop Philip Marandih will be 

coming but not spending all of his time in the Ashbourne area. He is now 

the Deputy Moderator of the Church of North India and will have other 

people to see. Two teachers are coming, Mr George George and Ms 

Monica Behary and they will spend some of their time in local schools. 

We are in the process of establishing links between some of our local 

schools and some of their diocesan schools. Our final guest is the Rev  

Lemuel Murmu and we hope he will see some of  the activities of our  

local churches and spend some time with our local clergy. 

 

We need six people each to host one visitor for a week or so. We also 

need people  to offer an evening meal and to help with transport. 

Please contact Elizabeth Hurfurt on 342859 or Clare Sales on 342321. 

Details of events will be publicised as soon as possible. 
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 A MODERN GOOD SAMARITAN  
submitted by Sid Harbey 

 

One day a man saw an old lady, stranded at the side of a lonely Scottish 

road, but even in the dim twilight, he could see she needed help. So he 

pulled up in front of her Mercedes and got out.  His old Ford was still 

spluttering when he approached her.  Even with the smile on his face, she 

was worried.  No one had stopped to help for the last hour or so.  Was he 

going to hurt her?  He didn't look safe; he looked poor and hungry.  

 

He could see that she was frightened, standing out there in the cold.  He 

knew how she felt.  It was that chill which only fear can put in you.  He 

said, "I'm here to help you, ma'am.  Why don't you wait in the car where 

it's warm, by the way, my name is Bryan Anderson. 

 

Well, all she had was a flat tyre, but for an old lady, that was bad enough.  

Bryan crawled under the car looking for a place to put the jack, skinning 

his knuckles a time or two. Soon he was able to change the wheel. But he 

had to get dirty and his hands hurt.  As he was tightening up the wheel 

nuts, she rolled down the window and began to talk to him.  She told him 

that she was from Scotland and was just on her way from London.  She 

couldn't thank him enough for coming to her aid.  

 

Bryan just smiled as he closed her boot.  The lady asked how much she 

owed him.  Any amount would have been all right with her. She had al-

ready imagined all the awful things that could have happened had he not 

stopped.  Bryan never thought twice about being paid.  This was not a job 

to him.  This was helping someone in need and, God knows, there were 

plenty who had given him a hand in the past.  He had lived his whole life 

that way, and it never occurred to him to act any other way.  

 

He told her that if she really wanted to pay him back, the next time she 

saw someone who needed help, she could give that person the assistance 

they needed, and Bryan added, "And think of me."  

 

He waited until she started her car and drove off. It had been a cold and 

depressing day, but he felt good as he headed for home, disappearing into 

the twilight.  

                                                                                       (contd on page 18) 
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MISSION 
 

MATTERS 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Nations -One Church  
 

The Mission Event that was held on Saturday 28 February was a most 

exciting day. Beginning with worship led by the Korean Congregation 

and a dance by four Korean girls, the Pastor welcomed us warmly and 

had us singing a song, with each verse sung in a different language. It had 

us laughing and enjoying our differences! 

 

Address by the Revd. Stephen Poxon, President of the Methodist       

Conference for this year.  

Queenôs Road is Stephenôs own Church from boyhood so he felt at home 

as he addressed us on mission. He began with the role of the President, 

and the first missionary of the Methodist Church, Thomas Coke, who 

landed in Antigua ï as storms had sent him off-course from his intention 

to go to Newfoundland. 

The Methodist Church is the second largest in the world behind the      

Roman Catholic Church and we have an important role to play as       

missionaries to the world and the world to us. 

 

A Power Point presentation was on key words - 

 
�x�� Celebration ï Stephen highlighted his experiences as the per-

sonal guest of the King of Tonga to his coronation. Our faith is 

something to celebrate! 

�x�� Compassion  ï Stephen spoke of his visit last year to the       

Solomon Islands. During Holy Week in 2007, an earthquake of 8.1 

on the Richter scale, and subsequent tsunami, devastated many of 

the 350 inhabited islands that make up the Solomon Islands.     

Mission partners, Richard and Kathryn Jackson (who spoke to us at 

Ashbourne Methodist Church in May last year), were there when 

tsunami waves washed parts of the land away and coral reefs     

appeared 10ft above the sea.  


